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CARTER GENEALOGY. 

By Dr. Jos. Lyon Miller. 

Omissions from the April Magazine. 

Stephen Fox, in his will made at sea in 1662, mentions cer- 
tain tobacco of his in the hands of Capt. Thomas Carter at 
Nansemund in James River. If this refers to the Capt. 
Thomas Carter, who settled in Lancaster, and it seems prob- 
able that they are the same, it makes what would seem to be 
a peculiar coincidence unless explained by some tie of blood — 
as brothers or cousins — when it is very simple. The coinci- 
dence is that three men, apparently unrelated, of the same sur- 
name, the same social station, and nearly the same military 
rank, emigrated to Virginia about the same time ; all settled in 
the same county — Nansemond; later all three purchased land 
in another county — Lancaster — where two of them settled as 
neighbors for the remainder of their lives while the third re- 
turned to England. There certainly seems to have been some- 
thing more than coincidence guiding Col. Edward Carter, Col. 
John Carter, and Capt. Thomas Carter in the selection of 
their homes. 

3, Thomas 2 Carter (Thomas 1 ) was commissioned a captain 
in the Lancaster Militia April 7, 171 1, by Governor Spots- 
wood. His original commission is now owned by one of his 
descendants — Thomas Davis, Woodford County, Ky. 

Aug. 10, 1719, "Mr. Edward Carter" (son of Capt. Thomas 
Carter, Sr.) had a negro boy, son of a free negro woman, 
bound to him till he was of age, and besides rinding him 
suitable maintenace in his service he was "to cause him to be 
taught to read and write/' 

Also there is a strong probability that the above Ed- 
ward Carter was the father of Joseph Carter, who died in 
Prince George County in 1761, as the names of the children 
of Joseph point strongly to a connection with the Lancaster 
family. As we have full data of the children of Capt. Thomas 
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Carter, Sr.'s other sons — Thomas, Henry, James, Peter, and 
Joseph, and only partial data of Edward's sons it would seem 
that this Joseph was his son if he was a member of the Lan- 
caster Carter family. Joseph Carter mentions in his will in 
1760 the following children and grandchildren: Sons — 
Joseph, John, Daniel, David and William; Daughters — Eliza- 
beth, Lucy, Sarah, married a Williams, Anne married a Wil- 
liams, and Mary married a Brockwell; grandsons — Carter 
Brockwell son of John Brockwell, Joseph son of David Carter, 
and Joseph son of Peter Williams. Peter Williams was later 
clerk of Prince George County. 

45, Tabitha 3 Carter (Joseph, 2 Thomas 1 ) was omitted from 
the list of children of Joseph Carter of White Chapel Parish. 

Third Generation. 

11, Thomas 3 Carter (Edward, 2 Thomas 1 ) owned and 
lived on a plantation on Corotoman River adjoining the homes 
of Col. James Gordon, and his cousin Dale Carter. Col. Gor- 
don mentions him several times in his Journal, from which I 
take the following extracts: 

1759. 

Jan. 6. "I went with Capt. Fouchee to Thomas Carter's 
to see about his son's Board. Rained all day/' 

Jan. 9. "Received a letter from Col. Conway and one to 
Nancy upon religion, but in rny opinion very little to the pur- 
pose. Thos. Carter rec'd one which displeased him very much. 
Col. Conway seems so great a bigot that people who are re- 
ligiously inclined dispise his advice." 

Aug. 10. "Went to Col. Conway's in order to make friends 
with him about the letters he has lately rec'd from Thomas 
Carter, or in his name — which I performed with much diffi- 
culty. The old gentleman was in a great rage at first." 

Oct. 22. "Col. Conway has begun again to write to Thomas 
Carter, which surprises us all, after his promise to have done 
with such writings." 




James Davis, 
of "Broadfield," Spotsylvania County. 
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Nov. 30. "Thomas* Carter here and several of the neigh- 
bors." 

1761 

Aug. 10. "I went for some of the neighbors, viz.: Dale 
& Thos. Carter, John Mitchell, &c," about getting a new 
minister. 

Dec. 26. "Sent for several of the neighbors to dine with 
us — Col. Tayloe, Mr. Dale Carter, Thomas Carter & many of 
the girls of the neighborhood. All very agreeable." 

Apr. 29, 1762. "We went to Mr. Thomas Carter's to Mrs. 
Whale's funeral, where Mr. Waddel preached an excellent ser- 
mon to a largs number of people, who seemed much pleased." 

Feb. 13, 1763. "Mr. Waddel proposed ten persons for 
elders — Col. Selden, Dr. Robertson, Mr. Chichester, Dr. Wat- 
son, Mr. Thomas Carter, Mr. Dale Carter, Mr. John Mitchell, 
Mr. Belvard, Mr. Wright, & myself. 

1763. 

Aug. 14. "Told Mr. Criswell that his difference with Mr. 
W. has made it disagreable his boarding longer at our house, 
so he & his wife went to Thos. Carter's." 

Aug. 23. "After dinner went with Mr. Chichester to the 
meeting house to meet Mr. Waddel & Mr. Criswell, who ap- 
pointed this day to talk over their differences before Mr. 
Thomas Carter and Col. Selden. After much debate they 
agreed to be friends." 

Sept. 13. "This day our son Nathaniel was baptized by 
Mr. Waddell. No Company but Mr. Chichester & Nancy, 
Molly Chichr. with Mr. Carter and their girls." 

At a poll of freeholders in 1747 and again in 1752 for the 
election of Burgesses Thomas Carter voted for Col. Edwin 
Conway and Capt. Wm. Tayloe. 

January 15, 1750, Thomas Carter married as his second 
wife Mrs. Anne Hunton, nee Wall, widow of Thomas Hunton 
whom she had married on Nov. 15, 1737. She had at least 
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one daughter by her former husband *as Thomas Carter re- 
members his daughter-in-law Anne Hunton in his will. By his 
first wife Thomas Carter had issue as follows : 

46. Edward, died in Lancaster in 1781. 

47. Thomas. 

48. George, removed to Spotsylvania about 1743, and later 
to Buckingham county prior to 1766. 

49. John, removed to Spotsylvania about 1743, where he 
died 1783. 

50. Rawleigh, removed to Amelia County prior to 1772. 

51. James, probably a cripple or an embecile. 

52. Margaret, married a Cummings. 

53. Sarah, married a Mr. McTire. 

54. Alice, married a Mr. Griggs. 

55. Judith, married a Mr. Chilton. 

56. Mary, married a Mr. Chilton. 

57. Lucy, married John Smither, Nov. 11, 1761. 

"Thomas Carter, of Christ Church Parish Gent." made his 
will in 1776, prob. Dec. 19, 1776. To son John two negroes; 
to son Edward two negroes and his lower plantation; son 
Thomas all the cash he had paid on a tract of a hundred acres 
of land, all his wearing apparel, and to Thomas's son Edward 
a negro ; son Rawleigh a negro and his upper plantation ; son 
George a negro and his book called "Becket on the New Tes- 
tament" ; daughter Judith Chilton a negro; daughter Mar- 
garet Cummings three negroes that he had already given her ; 
daughter Sarah McTire an equal share of estate after all lega- 
cies were paid, as he had already given her a negro devided 
in the estate of her first husband Robert Henning, Jr. ; daugh- 
ter Alice Griggs two negroes, horse and sidesaddle; son 
James two negro men to maintain him during his natural life. 
He was to be under the care of his son Edward, who was to 
receive the negroes if James lived fifteen years longer. Also 
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gave James his best bed and furniture; to grandson Charles 
Chilton, son of daughter Mary, £40, he having already given 
a like sum to his brother Thomas Chilton. To daughter-in- 
law Anne Hunton he gave a negro girl, her sidesaddle, his least 
great Bible a new table cloath, second best bed and furni- 
ture, his old desk and a loom and weaving gear. To cousin 
Dale Carter £5. All children to share alike in the residuary 
estate. Sons Edward and Rawleigh to be executors. 

12. William 3 Carter (Edward, 2 Thomas 1 ), died in 1757 
leaving three children to the guardianship of Thomas Car- 
ter. They were: 58. William, Jr. 59. George. 60. Elizabeth. 

The appraisement of the" personal estate amounted to 
£106.13. Jan. 21, 1773 the estate was divided between George 
and Elizabeth. 

13. Thomas Carter (Thomas, 2 Thomas 1 ) married circa 
i72o- , 25 Joana * * * probably a Williamson or Ball as 
her descendants have perpetuated the baptismal names of 
Jesse, Jeduthun, Rawleigh, and Williamson, more fully than 
any other branch of the Carter family. They are all names to 
be found in the Ball family and I think probably enter it 
through a marriage between the Ball and Williamson fami- 
lies. But as these names appear in other branches of this 
Carter family they may come through Arabella the wife of 
the second Capt. Thomas Carter, father of the above Thomas. 

Thomas and Joan Carter were the parents of three sons, 
two of whom — Jesse and Thomas were mentioned in their 
grandfather Thomas Carter's will in 1728. The son Thomas, 
however, died in 1733 and another son born Nov. 27, 1734, 
received the same name, as often happened in those days in 
Virginia. 

Thomas Carter of Christ Church Parish made his will April 
r 7> i 735j probated July 9, 1735. He left entire estate to loving 
wife Joan Carter during her widowhood, after which to go to 
his two son's Jesse and Thomas. Asked that no appraisement be 
made; but an inventory shows a good lot of household goods, 
books, a gold ring, and seven sets of brick moulds — showing 
that bricks were made in that part of Lancaster. As Thomas 
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Carter had inherited his father's home place and he in turn 
had received his father's home plantation on Corotoman River, 
this was probably the original home of the first Thomas Car- 
ter in Lancaster. 

Joan Carter evidently remarried as May 3, 1737, the 
estate was turned over to Mr. Thomas James as guardian for 
Jesse and Thomas Carter. March 10, 1748, Jesse Carter was 
evidently of age as the court settled with him for his share 
of the personal estates of his father and grandfather Thomas 
Carter, Jr. and Sr. Feb. 21, 1752, in a suit against Mr. Thomas 
James, his guardian, the court allowed Thomas Carter his 
share of his father, Thomas Carter's estate, which included a 
negro wench and boy. Aug. 17, 1753, Jesse Carter as guar- 
dian of Thomas Carter returned an account to court for the 
services of the said negroes. This would show that Thomas 
Carter was not yet of age, and tend to substantiate the fact 
that his father had two sons named Thomas. 

61. Jesse Carter, removed from Lancaster after 1760. 

62. Thomas Carter, removed to Pittsylvania after 1764. 

14. Joseph 3 Carter (Thomas, 2 Thomas 1 ) married about 
17 18 Catharine Stephens, or Stevens, daughter of James 
Stephens of King and Queen County. They lived on Coroto- 
man River, Lancaster till 1738, when Joseph Carter removed 
his family to his plantation in Spotsylvania. As early as 1727 
Joseph Carter was Tobacco Inspector at Corotoman, as in that 
year complaints were made by various planters against him 
because of his "overbearing temper and partiality in adminis- 
tering the duties of his office." In 1732 Col. Edwin Conway 
wrote to Gov. Gooch about the matter, but Carter seems to 
have continued as Inspector till he removed to Spotsylvania 
in 1738. The next year his brother Dale Carter was appointed 
Inspector in his stead. 

Before his removal to Spotsylvania Joseph Carter was 
granted 215 acres in that county, to which he added 89 acres 
from Robt. Brown in 1739; 100 acres from Benj. Matthews 
in 1748; 100 acres from Mark Wheeler in 1749; and 190 
acres from Robert Goodloe in 1750. 




Mary Carter Davis, 
Daughter of Joseph Carter, and Wife of James Davis 



William and Mary Quarterly. 53 

Jan. 2, 1739. "Joseph Carter of y e Psh of St. George in 
the County of Spotsylvania Planter" made a deed for two 
negroes to his daughter Mary Eliz th . "the wife of James Davis 
of y e County afsd." "The sd Robin having been devised unto 
me the sd Joseph Carter by my father Tho. Carter of the 
parish of Christ Church in the County of Lancaster Gent by 
his will recorded in the sd county in October, 1733; and the 
said Bet having been conveyed to me by Deed of Gift from 
my wife's father Mr. James Stevens of the county of King 
& Queen bearing date the 2 nd Day of Dec r . 1721, and recorded 
in y e sd County on the same day." It will be noticed that this 
date is the same as the date of birth of Joseph Carter's daugh- 
ter Mary Elizabeth. And was probably intended by her grand- 
father Stevens as a gift to her when she arrived at legal age 
or marriage. The original of this deed shows a very good 
signature and seal with the cypher "J. C." 

Feb. 19, 1750, Joseph Carter of St. George's Parish, Spot- 
sylvania made his will, probated May 7, 1750. He left the 
home plantation of 215 acres and two negroes to wife Catha- 
rine; the Wheeler land, one negro man, horse, and a gun 
"called Mary" to son Joseph ; the Mathews land, a negro man, 
young horse, and his gun called "Ye Reed" to son John; the 
Brown land and thirty acres adjoining, negro man, choice of 
his other three guns, and £3 current money to son George; 
the home place after wife's death, choice of his other two 
guns, and thirty pounds current money to son Robert; negro 
girl to daughter Mary; thirty-three pounds cm. to daughter 
Elizabeth; thirty pounds cm. to daughter Caty. All sons to 
share in his brandy still. Wife, son John and friend Mr. John 
Minor Executors. The appraisement of "Mr. Joseph Carter" 
amounted to £404. 2 .2. and besides a good lot of household 
furniture included a "parcel of books, a pair of silver buckles 
and four silver spoons. Catharine Carter was still living in 
1 77 1 when she made a deed to son John. 

Joseph and Catharine Stevens Carter had issue: (Bible 
Records) : 
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63. Thomas, born May 8, 1720, accidentally killed Christ- 
mas week, 1738. 

64. Mary Elizabeth, born Dec. 2, 1721, probably in King 
and Queen Co., married James Davis of "Broadfield," Spot- 
sylvania, Dec. 25, 1738, died after 1770. 

65. Edward Dale, born June 2, 1723, died prior to 1750. 

66. John, born June 8, 1725, living in Orange county in 
1785. 

67. George, born Dec. 18, 1728. 

68. Elizabeth, born Sept. 20, 173 1. 

69. Joseph, born May 3, 1733 ; 70. Catharine, born May 3, 
1733. Twins. 

71. Robert, born Aug. 22, 1735. 

16. Daniel 3 Carter (Thomas, 2 Thomas 1 ) appears first in 
the Lancaster records May 17, 1725, as the attorney of Robert 
Biscoe. He was married and had children when his father 
made his will in 1728 as his portion of the estate was left to 
him without mention of reversion to his brothers in case of 
failure to have issue, which mention was made regarding each 
of the unmarried sons of Thomas Carter. 

Nov. 16, 1759, the appraisement of the personal estate of 
Daniel Carter, Sr., was returned to court by his widow Eliza- 
beth Carter. It amounted to £343 .2 .4 and included negroes, 
books, a sword, and the usual furniture. It was divided 
among the following children and grandchildren : 

72. John, died in 1782 in Lancaster. 

73. Daniel, died in 1795 in Lancaster. 

74. Thomas, removed to Culpeper. 

75. Daughter, married a Kent and had sons William and 
John Kent, 1759. 

76. Daughter, married a Kirk and had son John Kirk in 
1759- 



William and Mary Quarterly. 55 

77. Frances Carter. 

78. Joseph Carter. 

19. Dale 3 Carter (Thomas, 2 Thomas 1 ) lived on a plan- 
tation in Christ Church parish near the home of Col. James 
Gordon. Bishop Meade says he was a vestryman at old Christ 
Church, and Col. Gordon says that Mr. Waddell in 1763 pro- 
posed him as one of the Elders in the Presbyterian Church so 
that he must have left the church of his fathers under the 
preaching of Mr. Waddel. "Dale Carter, Gent." was a mem- 
ber of the county court in 1763, '64, '65, & '66; and in 1774 
and 1776 he was a member of the Committee of Safety for 
Lancaster county. Col. Gordon mentions him as follows: 

June 9, 1758. "This day my daughter Anne was married 
to Mr. Rich d Chichester about 11 o'clock forenoon; had a 
very agreable company, viz.: Col. Conway, Mrs. C. and her 
children, Col. Tayloe, Dr. Robertson, & his wife, Mrs. Chinn, 
Mr. Armistead, Mr. Dale Carter & his wife, Mrs. Doggett & 
Sally, Bridger Haynie, Col. Seldon & Miss Betty Seldon, 
Richd. Spann, and Robt. Henning. ,, 

Oct. 14, 1761. "Went with Col. Tayloe and Mr. Dale Car- 
ter to Mr. Chichester to get his English papers ready to send 
to Wmrg. to have the Governor's certificate & seal of the 
Colony." 

Jan. 6, 1762. "Mrs. Conway and her children, Col. Tayloe, 
and Dale Carter at dinner. Stayed all night." 

March 24, 1762. "This night Sallie Carter died — Dale's 
daughter." 

Feb. 16, 1763. "Mr. Dale Carter came to let us know that 
Mrs. Edwards has cleared up Sally Dogget's character by 
oath." 

Oct. 5, 1763. "Went with my wife to see Mr. Dale Car- 
ter found him very ill. My wife carried him something and 
he was better in the evening." 
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Oct. 6. "Mr. Dale Carter's negro came to tell us his 
master is very ill all night. My wife rose very early and went 
to see him. We called there as we went to Col. Conway's 
funeral and found him better." 

Dale Carter was not married in 1728 when his father made 
his will ; but seems to have been married twice — the second 
wife being a Mrs. Elizabeth Stradford, who had a son Peter 
Stradford. 

Dec. 11, 1776. "Dale Carter Gent" of Christ Church 
parish made his will, probated on the 19th. of the same month. 
He left to his wife all the estate she brought with her and 
that he had paid for Peter Stradford in lieu of her dower. 
He left the home plantation to son James, who was living in 
181 1 ; daughter Anne negroes Mary and Spencer; son John £5 
cash and he and daughter Anne to have the right to live at the 
home place. Rest of estate equally to all children. This will 
bears a seal showing a bird similar to the Dale seal used by 
Thomas Carter in 1700. 

Dale Carter has issue as follows: 

79. Rev. Jesse Carter, died after 1789. 

80. Jeduthun. 

81. Augustine, b. Oct. 23, 1741, died in 181 1. 

82. William, died 1790. 

83. James, alive in 181 1. 

84. Frances, married Edwards. 

85. John. 

86. Anne. 

21. Gany 3 Carter (Henry, 2 Thomas 1 ) died without issue 
prior to 1749. His next older brother John Carter of Staf- 
ford County as his heir sold May 12, 1749, to brother Josiah 
Carter 95 acres of land on Corotoman River, part of the land 
left to Gany Carter by his father Henry Carter. This land 
adjoined land of Capt. James Gordon, Thomas Carter, Sr., 
Jesse Carter, and John Davis. 
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23. Catharine 3 Carter (Henry, 2 Thomas 1 ) died in 1749 
unmarried. She left by will, probated July 14, 1749, to loving 
brother Harry Carter her silver studs and one Pistole; to 
brother Josiah Carter her plain gold ring ; to sister Anne Car- 
ter, her mourning ring; to brother Harry's wife — Lucretia her 
best suit of clothes and her cloak ; to brother Robert one third 
of residue of estate, and the remainder to sister Anne. In- 
ventory mentions 1 large Bible, Speed'd Chronicle, Byfield's 
Sermons, and a Common Prayer Book. 

26. Henry 3 Carter (Henry, 2 Thomas 1 ) married Lucretia 
prior to 1749. In Sept. 1750 he added to the land left him by 
his father 180 acres from Peter Conway, Gent. Is styled 
"Planter" in this deed. 

He made his will July 5, 1775, probated June 17, 1784. 
Gives wife Lucretia all estate during her widowhood. Names 
children : 

87. Thomas, died in 1824. 

88. Lucretia. 

89. Chloe, died in 1827. 

90. Betty. 

91. Sinah. 

Henry Carter's Inventory included a Bible, the Connection 
of the Old and New Testaments, Drib n . Court, The Prodigal 
Son, and "a parcel of old bookes." 

27. Josiah 3 Carter (Henry, 2 Thomas 1 ) lived and died on 
Corotoman River. July 24, 1753 he was married to Betty 
Doggett, daughter of William Dogget. In addition to the land 
left him by his father he purchased 95 acres from brother John 
in 1749, and 138 acres from Thomas Hubbard in 1756. He 
died in 1763 and the settlement of his estate mentions wife 
Betty Carter and the following children : 

92. Nancy Carter. 

93. Betty Carter. 
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94. George Carter. 

The Inventory of estate recorded July 13, 1763, amounted 
to £76.16.3 and included five "painted plates," a punch bowl, 
a pair of silver clasps, and "4 pounds weight of Books." 

36. Aaron 3 Carter (Peter, 2 Thomas 1 ) was married prior 
to 1740 as in April 1740 his wife Martha relinquished her 
dower in a tract of land part of their home place in St. 
Mary White Chapel parish. 

They had the following children: 

94. Katharine Carter. 

95. Molly, married Edwin Lunsford Nov. 11, 1772. 

96. Mildred Carter. 

97. Elizabeth, married Philip Brooks prior to 1772. 

98. Aaron, under age 1772. 

Dec. 14, 1772, Aaron Carter's personal estate amounting 
to £302.13 was devided among the widow and children; the 
widow, Martha Carter receiving one third — three negroes, best 
bed in the large room, chest of drawers, large oval table, 
clothes press, flag chairs, etc. 

Martha Carter, widow, died in 1782 and her inventory 
was returned to court in June. 

38. Moses 3 Carter (Peter, 2 Thomas 1 ) of White Chapel 
parish made his will Jan. 3, 1740, prob. April 11, 1740. He 
left a negro to his mother and his plantation to brother Aaron 
Carter. Appraisement included a pair of silver shoebuckles 
and a pair of knee buckles. 

As I expect to obtain more complete data in the next few 
months of the following sons of Thomas and Henry Carter 
they have been omitted from their proper place and will ap- 
pear in the October number with the descendants of James and 
Joseph Carter the other sons of Capt. Thomas Carter, Sr. 

15. James Carter, 17. Peter Carter, 18. Edward Carter, 
and 20. Charles Carter — sons of Thomas 2 ; and 22. John Car- 
ter, and 28. Robert Carter — sons of Henry. 2 
(To be continued) 



